
Alcohol and Our Communities  

A discussion. 



“Alcohol involvement in injuries has been demonstrated in numerous 

studies.  

 

Hundreds of thousands of deaths occur each year due to alcohol-related 

intentional and unintentional injuries, and alcohol is involved in up to 

30% of adult hospital admissions, particularly those to emergency 

rooms.” 

http://www.who.int/substance_abuse/activities/injuries/en/index.html 

http://www.who.int/substance_abuse/activities/injuries/en/index.html


"Adolescent alcohol use plays a substantial role in all three leading causes of 

death among youth -- unintentional injuries (including motor vehicle fatalities and 

drownings), suicides, and homicide, and is also associated with risky sexual 

behavior and addiction.” 

Dr. D. Jernigan, Director, Center on Alcohol Marketing and Youth at the 

Johns Hopkins Bloomberg School of Public Health 



We are drinking more. 
 

We are starting to drink earlier. 
 

Heavy drinking is normal in Nova Scotia. 
 

Heavy drinking is normal for Nova Scotian children 
and youth. 

 
Binge drinking is high for NS undergraduate 

students. 
 
 

Strang, R. (2011). Municipal Alcohol Project [PowerPoint slides]. Retrieved from the Union of Nova 
Scotia Municipalities Website: http://www.unsm.ca/index.php?option=com_docman&Itemid=145  

http://www.unsm.ca/index.php?option=com_docman&Itemid=145


Pediatric Alcohol Consumption NS 
Crisis? 

 

 

• Boys 12.7 years 

 

 

 

• Girls 13.1 years 





Three alcohol related deaths in three years at 
Maritime Universities. 

 
All three: 

http://cupwire.ca/articles/48838 

 
Acadia 2011 

http://www.kingscountynews.ca/News/2011-09-08/article-2743435/Acadia-student-dies-after-
alcohol-poisoning/1 

 
STU 2010 

http://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/new-brunswick/story/2010/12/09/nb-stu-hazing-volleyball-
suspended-210.html 

 
STFX 2009 

http://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/nova-scotia/story/2009/03/09/ns-fall-stfx.html?ref=rss 
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".... new report says people in Halifax are drinking more 

than most Canadians......“  CBC Oct 12, 2012 

http://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/nova-scotia/story/2012/10/12/ns-halifax-drinking.html 
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HRM women "heavy drinking" - 61% higher then 

the national average.  

http://www.cfns.ca/pages/documents/HalifaxsVitalSignsFINAL.pdf … p.51 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TTcA-nhp3kk 
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“Throughout December, police charged 70 people ranging in 

age from 19 to 63 - with impaired driving.” HRM Police 

 

“Throughout January, police charged 57 people – 48 men 

and 9 women, ranging in age from 19 to 73 – with impaired 

driving.” HRM Police. 
 

 

 

ttp://www.halifax.ca/police/PressReleases/2012/02%20February/January-Impaired-Driving-Statistics.html 
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"Why don't I support it? Because it isn't milk and 
cookies that's being sold here. This is a restricted 
product and it has an impact on society, on those 

who abuse it. That's the public policy choice we've 

made in this country," said (NSLC) spokesman Rick Perkins. 

 

http://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/nova-scotia/story/2011/05/17/ns-wine-sales-law.html  
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Feb 2011 





Molson Coors Canada makes a 
substantial donation to the ”Save the 

Oval” campaign  
 

• "Nothing better than a cold beer after a skate, so I 
think it goes very well together," said Brian Harriman, 
vice-president for Molson Coors, said with a smile on 
Wednesday. 

• Molson Coors is also interested in naming rights for 
the oval, but hasn't yet had any discussions with the 
city. 

 
• CBC News  Posted: Mar 9, 2011 7:29 PM AT 

 

http://www.cbc.ca/news/credit.html


http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-_1igCOZMw8 
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http://www.google.ca/imgres?imgurl=http://thedirty.wpengine.netdna-cdn.com/wp-content/uploads/2008/11/DIRTYWM1703.jpg.pjpeg&imgrefurl=http://thedirty.com/2008/11/coors_light_girls/&usg=__wQZGd4riaqnzFoEqv3eBQP01mJk=&h=333&w=500&sz=40&hl=en&start=1&zoom=1&tbnid=wpkCbhRrLPv5ZM:&tbnh=87&tbnw=130&ei=z-GNTredAqSusQL1zqmYAQ&prev=/search%3Fq%3Dcoors%2Blight%2Bgirls%2B%252B%2Bhalifax%26um%3D1%26hl%3Den%26sa%3DN%26tbm%3Disch&um=1&itbs=1
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http://lh3.ggpht.com/-m_hauZ0qukE/R9avCox2MJI/AAAAAAAAZMw/57TaNuNYqn8/IMG_2784.jpg


“Our Natal Day is Alexander Keith’s Natal Day (and) our 
tree lighting is Oland’s tree lighting,” said Coun. Linda 
Mosher (Purcells Cove-Armdale). The biggest sporting 
team that Halifax has is the Halifax Mooseheads.......” 

http://thechronicleherald.ca/metro/39970-beer-giant-gets-oval-
sponsorship-deal 
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Bayer’s Lake, February 2009 



“Molson Coors will be a sponsor at the Halifax skating oval for the 

next 10 years, regional council voted Tuesday, overturning its 

decision of two weeks ago to shun the beer giant’s $400,000 pledge.”  
Dec 6, 2011 

http://thechronicleherald.ca/metro/39970-beer-giant-gets-oval-sponsorship-deal 

Councillors who voted no: 

Dist 5 - Gloria McCluskey, Dist 6 - Darren Fisher, Dist 7 - Bill Karsten, Dist 14 - 
Jennifer Watts, Dist 20 - Bob Harvey, Dist 8 - Jackie Barkhouse. 
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In 2011, Molson Coors Brewing Company received US$5.2 billion in revenue...... 
Molson Coors Website Oct 14, 2012 

http://www.molsoncoorscanada.com/en/Responsibility/How%20We%20Work/Economic%20Impact.aspx 

http://www.molsoncoorscanada.com/en/Responsibility/How We Work/Economic Impact.aspx


We live, study, work and play in a culture 
where: 

 

• alcohol is promoted as the norm for all occasions.  

• “Big Alcohol” reigns supreme with little controls. 

• alcohol is cheap, available, and has few social     
consequences for use. 

•  drunkenness is celebrated.  

•  not using alcohol is not normal. 

•  people are more concerned with “harder drugs.” 

 

 

 




