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as the Atlantic Region. Similarly the Yukon, 
the Northwest Territories and Nunavut are 
grouped under the Northern Region (formerly 
the Northern Secretariat). British Columbia has 
historically been referred to as the Pacifi c Region.

Registered Indian: See Status Indian.

Remote Isolated Communities: Remote 
isolated communities have no scheduled fl ights 
or road access and minimal telephone and radio 
service.

Reserve: Land set aside by the federal govern-
ment for the use and occupancy of an Indian 
group or band.

Risk Factor: A risk factor is a factor associated 
with an increased chance of getting a disease; it 
may be a cause or simply a risk marker. Factors 
associated with decreased risk are known as 
protective factors.

Semi-Isolated Communities: Semi-isolated 
communities also have road access, but the 
nearest physician services are farther than 
90 kilometres away.

Status (Registered) Indian: A Status (Regis-
tered) Indian is an Indian person who is registered 
under the Indian Act. Th e Act sets out require-
ments for determining who is a Status Indian.

Suitable Dwellings: Dwellings that have 
enough bedrooms for the size and make-up of 
resident households, as defi ned by CMHC.

Treaty Indian: A Status Indian who belongs to a 
First Nation that signed a treaty with the Crown.

Unemployment Rate: Th e percentage of 
persons aged 15 years and over who are currently 
unemployed and looking for work.

Vital Statistics: Vital statistics are systemati-
cally tabulated information concerning births, 
marriages, divorces, separations, and deaths 
based on registrations of these vital events.1

1 Last, J.M. (2001). A Dictionary of Epidemiology. 4th edition. New York, 
USA: Oxford University Press.

2 Dyck, R., R.W. Turnell, H. Klomp, A.B. Makram, and L.K. Tan. 2002. A 
Comparison of Rates, Risk Factors, and Outcomes of Gestational Diabetes 
Between Aboriginal and Non-Aboriginal Women in the Saskatoon Health 
District. Diabetes Care 25(3): 487-493.

3 Public Health Agency of Canada (PHAC) 2008. What is HIV/AIDS? 
www.phac-aspc.gc.ca/aids-sida/info/index.html (Accessed May 2008).
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Acronyms Used in this Report

ACRONYMS USED IN THIS REPORT

AFN Assembly of First Nations

AHHRI Aboriginal Health Human Resources Initiative

APS Aboriginal Peoples Survey

BMI Body Mass Index

CANSIM Canadian Socio-economic Information Management System

CCHS Canadian Community Health Survey

CMHC Canadian Mortgage and Housing Corporation

DRE Digital Rectal Exam

FNCHI First Nations Comparable Health Indicators

FNIGC First Nations Information Governance Committee

FNIHB First Nations and Inuit Health Branch

FPT Federal/Provincial/Territorial

HIV Human Immunodefi ciency Virus

INAC Indian and Northern Aff airs Canada

LSS Levels of Service Standard

Pap Papanicolaou

PHAC Public Health Agency of Canada

RAPB Regions and Programs Branch

RHS First Nations Regional Longitudinal Health Survey

YITS Youth In Transition Survey
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Additional Resources

Federal Government

First Nations and Inuit Health Branch: 
www.hc-sc.gc.ca/ahc-asc/branch-dirgen/fnihb-
dgspni/index-eng.php

Non-insured Health Benefi ts Program: 
www.hc-sc.gc.ca/ahc-asc/branch-dirgen/fnihb-
dgspni/nihbd-dssna/index-eng.php

Population Health, Public Health Agency of 
Canada: www.phac-aspc.gc.ca/ph-sp/
index-eng.php

Maternal and Infant Health Section:
www.phac-aspc.gc.ca/rhs-ssg/index.html

Disease Surveillance on-line:
www.phac-aspc.gc.ca/surveillance-eng.php

Health Care System (Reports and Publications): 
www.hc-sc.gc.ca/hcs-sss/pubs/index-eng.php

Aboriginal Canada portal (Health and Social 
Services):
www.aboriginalcanada.gc.ca/acp/site.nsf/en/
ao20017.html

Indian and Northern Aff airs Canada 
(Publications): http://www.ainc-inac.gc.ca/ai/
pubs/index-eng.asp

Statistics Canada: www.statcan.ca 

2001 Census (Aboriginal tables):
www12.statcan.ca/english/census01/Products/
standard/themes/ListProducts.cfm?Temporal=2
001&APATH=3&THEME=45&FREE=0

Health Indicators (Canada):
www.statcan.ca/english/freepub/82-
221-XIE/01002/toc.htm

Provincial Reports

British Columbia Vital Statistics:
www.vs.gov.bc.ca/stats/indian/index.html

Northwest Territories Health and Social Services:
www.hlthss.gov.nt.ca/

Manitoba Centre for Health Policy (Publications):
mchp-appserv.cpe.umanitoba.ca/deliverablesList.
html

Aboriginal Organizations

National Aboriginal Health Organization:
www.naho.ca/english/

Assembly of First Nations:
www.afn.ca/article.asp?id=103

Inuit Tapiriit Kanatami:
www.itk.ca/index.html

International

Indian Health Service Annual Report (United 
States—American Indian and Alaska Natives): 
www.ihs.gov/NonMedicalPrograms/IHS_Stats/
index.cfm?module=hqPub&option=index

Australia Indigenous HealthInfoNet:
www.healthinfonet.ecu.edu.au

New Zealand Ministry of Health, Maori Health:
www.maorihealth.govt.nz/

ADDITIONAL RESOURCES
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British Columbia Region

Federal Building, Suite 540
Sinclair Centre
757 West Hastings Street
Vancouver, BC V6C 1A1
Tel: (604) 666-2083
Fax: (604) 666-2258
www.hc-sc.gc.ca/ahc-asc/branch-dirgen/pacrb-
dgapcr/reg/bc-cb_e.html

Alberta Region

Canada Place, Suite 710
9700 Jasper Avenue
Edmonton, AB T5J 4C3
Tel: (780) 495-2651
Fax: (780) 495-3285
www.hc-sc.gc.ca/ahc-asc/branch-dirgen/pacrb-
dgapcr/reg/al_e.html

Manitoba and Saskatchewan Region

Manitoba
391 York Avenue, Suite 300
Winnipeg, MB R3C 4W1
Tel: (204) 983-2508
Fax: (204) 983-3972

Saskatchewan
2045 Broad Street, 1st Floor
South Broad Plaza
Regina, SK S4P 3T7
Tel: (306) 780-7661
Fax: (306) 780-7137

Ontario Region 

Emerald Plaza
1547 Merivale Road
Nepean, ON K1A 0L3
Tel: (613) 952-0088
Fax: (613) 952-5748
www.hc-sc.gc.ca/ahc-asc/branch-dirgen/pacrb-
dgapcr/reg/on_e.html

Quebec Region

Complexe Guy-Favreau, East Tower
200 René Lévesque Boulevard West, Room 218
Montréal, QC H2Z 1X4
Tel: 1-800-561-3350
Fax: (514) 283-7392
www.hc-sc.gc.ca/ahc-asc/branch-dirgen/pacrb-
dgapcr/reg/qc_e.html

Atlantic Region

1505 Barrington Street, Suite 1525
Halifax, NS B3J 3Y6
Tel: (902) 426-2038
Fax: (902) 426-3758
www.hc-sc.gc.ca/ahc-asc/branch-dirgen/pacrb-
dgapcr/reg/atlant_e.html

Northern Region

60 Queen Street, Suite 1400
Postal Locator 3914A
Ottawa, ON K1A 0K9
Tel: (613) 946-8081
Fax: (613) 958-2428
www.hc-sc.gc.ca/ahc-asc/branch-dirgen/pacrb-
dgapcr/reg/nr_e.html

Health Canada, Regions And Programs Branch
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Feedback Form

FEEDBACK FORM
Please help us improve this publication. Your feedback on the contents of this report will be used to prepare future editions.

Comments can be sent to:

Statistical Profi le on the Health of First Nations in Canada — Determinants of Health, 1999 to 2003
Health Canada, First Nations and Inuit Health Branch
Health Information, Analysis and Research Division, AL# 1919C
Ottawa, ON K1A 0K9
Fax: (613) 948-2110
E-mail: fnihb_stats@hc-sc.gc.ca

Name (optional):

Title (optional):

Organization (optional):

Address (optional):

City (optional):

Province/territory (optional):

Postal code (optional):

1. Which sections did you fi nd most useful?

2. Which sections did you fi nd least useful?

3. What additional information would you like to see in the text, fi gures or tables in the next report?

4. Are there any special topics you would suggest for future editions?

5. Do you have any additional suggestions to make this publication more useful to you?

6. How will you use this publication?

7. Do you have any other comments about this report?
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